IO2      CHARACTERS    OF   THE    REFORMATION
As to the second point: Let us note this all
important matter, which is the very core of his
great sacrifice: he acted in complete isolation,
and he laid down his life for one small strict
point of Catholic doctrine only; and, what is
more, a point of doctrine on which he had himself
long doubted. He was not supported by the
military spirit, the combative energy which
delights in challenge and in counter affirmation.
He was not supported by any sympathy for
himself even among his nearest. He was not
supported by the nature of his own mind, which
had been hesitant and, even in essential matters,
changeable. He gave himself up as a victim in
sfite of all those things which would make nine
hundred and ninety-nine men out of a thousand
deceive themselves that they might be doing
right in yielding.
This is the heroic and almost unique quality
in More.
To begin with let it clearly be understood
that Saint Thomas More was a reformer. The
whole of Europe was in turmoil between the
old scholastic culture and the new passion for
pagan antiquity which was making Greek scholar-
ship so powerful an instrument of criticism
against ancient ideas and habits in religion.
The whole of Christendom was moved also by a